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At the  start of show week everyone is getting  excited and nervous about the prospect of getting into the theatre and at last getting out on the stage and performing Calamity Jane in front of our audience. For performers it’s the ultimate reason why we do it. We get the buzz from being up there enjoying ourselves, by entertaining other people and, we hope, making them happy.But at this time, before we actually get up there, it’s important that we stop to think about all the people who won’t be on stage to take the applause but whose contribution to the show is just as vital, if not more so, than any member of the cast. We simply couldn’t put on the show without the work that goes on behind the scenes and I think it’s true to say that most of us don’t have a clue how much time and effort is being put in, up to and during this week, by lots of people we see around without really understanding what they are doing. So we want to say a very big “Thank You” to all those people. I hope I haven’t forgotten anyone!!!
Thank you from the company in no particular order

· Alli– for learning how to run the box office and undertaking the very trying task of negotiating with the theatre and generally being around to help out backstage during the week
· Kay and Kathryn – for spending hours and hours designing and producing all our publicity material and the show programme

· Charlie – for taking over from Andy and lighting everyone

· David –taking on the full responsibility for everything that happens on our side of the curtain for the whole week

· Judith assisted by Theresa– for going out and finding or making all the props we need                    
· Matt – for making sure the audience can hear us during the week, 

· Helen and Frances – who have routinely been sitting up to eleven o’clock, midnight (and five in the morning on Tuesday) for many weeks making so many of the costumes that will be worn for maybe ten minutes in the show.

· Pam and Wendy – for dressing the girls’ hair and wigs.
· Richard – for helping the men with their makeup and hunting down cowboy boots.

· Frances for her duties as FOH manager
· Janice for organizing both the chaperones and FOH helpers

· Trish for Production Manager and headdresses.
· The committee  for their total commitment throughout the year but especially in the runup to the show

· Andy and Amber for putting up with all the stress and strain of giving us a show of which we are justly proud

There are of course lots of other people on whom we depend very heavily – the stage crew, the chaperones, the Front of House staff. Please say thank you to these people personally when you see them around during the week. 
THANK YOU VERY MUCH to everybody who has helped in any way to make this week as enjoyable for the whole company as it possibly can be.
Thank you Thank you Thank you Thank you
**************Concert Party********************
Don't lose touch with your friends and keep your voice exercised …!
Once the show is finished, why not join the Panda Concert Party and keep in touch with the Panda family and keep those voice chords exercised.

The Concert Party is an excellent way to carry on singing throughout the summer until rehearsals begin again for next year’s show.  We rehearse on Monday evenings in Chesham and will be signing concerts at various senior living homes, Masonic dinners etc.  The content of the concerts is very mixed.  Recent songs included a medley from Grease, Abba and a selection of Rogers & Hammerstein’s songs.  Others have included Miss Saigon and the Beatles.  More often than not they are well known tunes which are fairly easy to sing and are both fun to perform and enjoyable and well known to the audience.  We have one early concert booked for Monday evening 26th April and rehearsal dates for this are Monday 29th March, Monday 12th April and Thursday 22nd April.  There will be a handful of others likely to be spread between June and September.  

Please do come and talk to me about it if you would like some more information.  It is a relaxing and fun way to keep singing through the summer.  Telephone 01494 837311 or 07880 740507.

David Mundy                                              
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**********Next show***********
As we all get ready for Calamity Jane, I would like to take this opportunity to fill you all in before we go our separate ways for the spring and summer, on what is happening for our 2011 show. I have been invited to direct the show next year with Philip Joslin as MD for Gilbert and Sullivan’s Pirates of Penzance. After a long discussion we have decided to do the traditional version because it is now out of copyright, which means we save copyright fees and we can do anything with it, whereas if we had chosen Broadway or the Australian version, we would have had to stick to the script and music and as everyone knows who has worked with me, I like to have both the company and Philip and I  really being creative and making the show as unique as we can. Janice is on board(!!!) to help with the choreography

Sooooooooo we are moving the action of the show to the present day Caribbean rather than nineteenth century Cornwall, which alters the set and costumes obviously,(Helen is thrilled) but much more than that, also changes some of the rhythms and words. If you get a chance to watch a version you will see what fun the show is. It is one of the most popular shows G&S duo wrote…Mikado vies with the top spot. Hot Mikado is also an official version but more with a jazz theme. We plan on Pirate King looking more like Johnny Depp and Mabel a seductive  young lady.

The show has lots of parts, great music and exciting chorus work but what is also has is harmony singing which will need to have a lot of commitment in learning. Some of you will be delighted at that and some a bit worried. Philip is a wonderful teacher of music and is going to adapt and rewrite some of the harmonies to accommodate the talents of the company.

Guys  will be pirates(obviously) and policemen, and the idea is that we might have dancing girl pirates and policemen plus the ladies will be family(daughters, sisters, aunts… a bit like HMS Pinafore) of Major General Stanley. Sorry Iain, no men daughters!!!!

Parts……Frederic..young man who sings tenor

            Mabel….young high soprano

           Pirate King…any age.. the Johnny Depp lookalike
           Major General Stanley….slightly older; has wordy songs

           Ruth….slightly older, fun part

           individual named family of MGS who sing and speak
           individual named pirates who sing and speak
           Sergeant of Police….any age, could be female

I do hope that you all will feel that you want to be involved and if anyone is interested in having a go at writing new words please let me know.
Don’t forget we have a marquee for rent 20ft x 10ft for your summer parties.
Rates £25 for members £35 for everyone else.
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***************Dates for your diary.***************
Barn Dance ~ 22nd May at Hyde Heath Village Hall.
7-11.30 pm

BBQ ~July 4th~time.. tba 

Helen and Mike Turners Five Acres

Buslins Lane

Disco/open mike night ~ 11th September~ venue.. tba
